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Tutoring at School.
Follow-through at Home.
Lasting Progress.

Oakland children make their fastest gains when tutoring is
consistent—and learning continues at home. At the heart is
a trusted one-on-one relationship where tutors learn each
child’s strengths and gaps. Children Rising delivers in-school
reading and math tutoring, then links caregivers, tutors, and
teachers through FamilyBridge so lessons carry into everyday
learning. This year's report shows how the school-home link
helps steady tutoring become durable progress.

31 0 students 6’400 tutoring hours

Because of donors like you, tutoring carries home: encouraging
updates, doable tasks, and a confident parent taking the lead.

Who We Serve

Elementary school children and families in Oakland’s highest-
priority neighborhoods, with one-on-one reading and math
tutoring connected to home through FamilyBridge.

Schools We Serve
Oakland’s High-priority
Neighborhoods
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Richmond

1 Brookfield Elementary
2 Burckhalter Elementary

3 Downer Elementary

4 Garfield Elementary

5 Horace Mann Elementary

6 La Escuelita Elementary

7 Laurel Elementary

8 Lockwood STEAM Academy
9 MLK Jr. Elementary

10 Prescott Elementary

11 Sankofa United Elementary
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Three Ways Children Rising Strengthens the School-Home Link.

Family Engagement
Math

Reading

Reading + Math + Family
Engagement = Student
growth

Programs work together with the

student at the center.
class.

Home
Practice

Aligned with classroom
learning — foundations
first, so class learning sticks

Tutoring and home practice prepare
students for what's being taught in

Tonight:
- read 10 min

- 3word problems

Multilingual, two-way
updates — simple steps
families can use tonight

Encouraging, usable nudges families
can use to increase learning.



The Challenge Families Face—and You Help Correct

Long-standing

English Math achievement gaps

34% 27%

One in three OUSD students met
reading (ELA) standards, and one
in four met math standards. These
stubborn gaps predate the pandemic
and require consistent practice and
=1in3 =1in4 strong home-school coordination to

overcome. [1]

Attendance breaks

momentum
Chronically Absent
28% About one in three OUSD students
i - are chronically absent (=28%).
Missing roughly two days a month
| - stalls progress. Two-way, multilingual

updates help: an independent district
evaluation of TalkingPoints reported
a 24% drop in absences with timely,
translated outreach. [2][3]

Where Class Meets Home:

School Home

Rent+Food

=60%-65%

Home-school disconnect
for multilingual families

40% of students Children Rising
serves are  English Learners;
without simple, bilingual ways to
reinforce each lesson at home,
carryover practice lags. That's what
FamilyBridge is built to fix. [4]

Basic needs crowd out
learning at home

Rent and groceries come first. For
extremely  low-income  Oakland
renters, rent + food can consume
~60-65% of income—Ileaving little
bandwidth for nightly practice. [5][6]

Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School

When families hear directly from the classroom and get simple tools to practice, learning is reinforced where it matters most—at
home. At MLK, Children Rising tutors coordinate with Gleoria Bradley-Sapp through FamilyBridge, sharing easy at-home activities
in families’ home languages. “Parents appreciated the extra help as much as the kids. They wanted the resources to help their kids
read and learn,” says Principal Roma Groves-Waters. The result: more consistent practice, stronger confidence, and measurable

growth toward grade-level reading and math.

“I'm reassured that I'm doing the right things,

and other people are helping me. It takes a lot
to raise a child” —Caregiver of a FamilyBridge
student

In partnership: MLK + Children Rising + ResOak

At MLK, Children Rising and Resurrection Oakland Church
work side by side with the school to support students. ResOak
strengthens MLK with tutors, FamilyBridge funding, and direct
school support—teacher appreciation, classroom needs,
annual Book Fair and Spring Carnival, and school beautification
projects.

“Serving Oakland is part of loving the town.
Side by side with MLK and Children Rising,
we're turning care into action—and action
into progress for Oakland kids" —Amanda
Collison, ResOak
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Together for MLK students—ResOak volunteers tutor in class,
while Children Rising links learning to home.



When Home Powers Every

Reading Progress
Lesson

20 2

Reading Tutoring  Grade-level Gain in
Sessions one year

Jordyn, a third-grader, used to hesitate reading longer
passages when she began with Children Rising last year.
Her mom, Dashanay, is a single mother who works full-time.
She worried that two unstable school years without a steady
teacher would leave Jordyn behind. Dashanay was relieved
to see steady one-on-one reading and math tutoring, paired
with FamilyBridge, linking school to home and building
momentum.

“It's hard to follow up when you’re working and balancing The one-on-one tutoring mattered, too. “Every child learns
life,” Dashanay says. “Good news” messages—twice a differently. She needs that individual attention—the relationship,
month—helped her match home practice to what tutors the security—to speak up about what's hard.”

were teaching. “l used to buy workbooks at the store, but
now | use your take-home work, and she’s familiar with it,
she’ll knock it out.”

We are so proud of Jordyn in Path2Math! Jordyn"s
math skills are getting better every day. Jordyn
worked hard on multiplication word problems.
Thank you for being so supportive at home!

October 2024 November 2024

Jordyn enrolled
in reading and
math tutoring;

Dashanay
connected with
FamilyBridge at the

FamilyBridge school’s all-parent
reached out to meeting.
DaShanay' Home routines started:

reading in the car on the
way home from school;
three math problems
nightly.

Jordyn Lewis is in the purple zone! She is
practicing her rhyming words, and making good
progress with her reading! Her book is about tic
tac toe, and she plays the game with her tutor!

December 2024

Dashanay visited
a reading tutoring
session—observed
1:1 tutoring in
action.

Winter-break packet

(reading + math) sent
home.

January 2025

Jordyn returned her
holiday packet and
earned a reward.

Dashanay was provided
with at-home math tools.



Family Engagement

At home, small routines took o
root—reading on car rides
and after school, quick write-

ups about a book, and math

practice. Confidence followed. Families Enrolled Families Responded to Engagement of Families
“Definitely her confidence in in FamilyBridge Bi-weekly, Multilingual in Schools Participating
reading” Dashanay says. “It's “good news” updates in FamilyBridge

been very impactful—she’s
choosing chapter books and

o e (e confdence back “When the “good news” texts hit my phone,
With school and home pulling We,re on the Same page'” _DaShanay

together, practice keeps LerS, _J 0 rdyn /S mom

happening, and progress sticks.

Jordyn is doing great with 3-digit addition! Nice
work! If you'd like more math resources to help at

home, | can provide them. A "fact family" card and Jordyn is becoming a fluent reader! Let's boost
example were sent home for practice. Thank you this over summer. Please help by reading 20 mins,
for your support! 2-5 days a week. Visit the library for free books.

Practicing sight words helps too. Thank you for
your support. Enjoy summer learning!

February 2025 April 2025 May 2025

Jordyn finished her Jordan reached Year complete:

first chapter book; the Purple Zone, FamilyBridge shares

tutor Sylvia noted a the highest level summer steps to

“confidence lift.” in Succeeding by keep momentum
Reading. going.

Dashanay replied to the
update with pride and
enthusiasm.



Nurturing Children in
a Circle of Care

Family engagement links home and school, so
learning continues between sessions. It completes
Children Rising’s Circle of Care—bringing families,
teachers, and one-on-one tutors around each
child. When updates are clear and tools are
simple, learning is reinforced at home, and
progress is easier to sustain.

As families lean in, children practice the right
skills at home and grow in confidence on the path
toward grade-level reading and math.

How FamilyBridge puts children at
the center

* Keep caregivers in the loop: let families
know tutoring is happening.

* Invite the conversation: two-way, bilingual
communication to solve small problems early.

* Send simple tools home: quick activities
that match what's taught.

* Celebrate the wins: regular updates that
motivate practice and persistence.

Looking Forward -
Offering the Circle of
Care for More Children

Children Rising believes that pairing one-on-one
tutoring with family coaching and strong school-
community partnerships creates a unique “Circle
of Care” around each child. We know of no other
service model that combines all of these key,
foundational support elements.

Looking forward, tutoring remains at the center,
while FamilyBridge extends learning to the home
through quick, two-way updates families can
use at home. This approach will expand monthly
family reach and engagement, and lift tutoring
attendance.

We will also expand the school-home link after
tutoring concludes. Coordination with educators,
brief parental check-ins, learning materials, and
community referrals will help families sustain
gains beyond the tutoring program.

Together, we aim to accelerate gains in
foundational reading and math and grow the
confidence struggling students need to learn what
they need to learn while in elementary school.
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Families engaged through FamilyBridge—stepping
7 8 into their role as first teachers with bilingual messages,

practical resources, and coaching.

What we’ll do next...

Sharpen instruction with OUSD.

Strengthen Succeeding by Reading and Path2Math so
tutoring zeroes in on unfinished learning and positions
students for what's taught in class.

Equip families during—and after—tutoring.

Reach more households each month with simple, at-
home tools, coaching, and brief post-program check-ins so
progress continues.

Remove barriers with partners.

With schools and community allies, make it easier for
families to access resources that support attendance, time,
and learning materials.

To accomplish this, we will diversify our revenue streams, deepen
corporate, nonprofit, and faith partnerships, and strengthen our
board'’s representation and strategic capacity.



Financial Snapshot

For year ending June 30, 2025

Children Rising is able to serve more and more children each year thanks to a foundation of financial stability and fiscal responsibility.
Our income is based on a strong ratio of individual contributions, foundation grants, and corporate partnerships. We take great

pride in our efficient stewardship of those investments.

Income

Community Partners 6% Service Fees/Other

7%

Corporate and
Foundation
Grants

33%

Individual
Donations

54%

Individual Donations ® $616,822
Corporate and Foundation Grants © $380,075
Community Partners ©® $72,058
Service Fees/Other $68,400
Total Income $1,137,355

CHILDREN RISING

LEGACY

Your legacy can power every lesson—at school and at home.
Please consider making a gift in your will or trust.

Development and

Expenses

8% General Admin

Communications

13%

Program

Expenses

79%

Program Expenses ® $786,631
Development and Communications © $155,324
General Admin ® $47,174

Total Expenses $989,129

Your Legacy Can
Power Every Lesson

Every child deserves a fair chance at school—and in life.
When families, schools, and tutors work together, progress
sticks, and children thrive.

Join the Children Rising Legacy Circle.

By including Children Rising in your will or trust, you'll fuel
this work for future generations. Hope that lasts. Practice
that sticks.

Legacy Circle Members:

« Carl Anderson * Mark & Joanne Perra

+ Chris & Chelsea Boniak + Richard & Janet Sheehy

* Ryan and Ginger Dole + Bill and Lynn Simpson

+ Charles & Pam Konigsberg  + Donna Thayer

+ Arlene Makita-Acufia + Kit Vanbuskirk

+ Jeff and Linda McClain + Jim and Sophia Wambach

If you have made a gift to Children Rising in your will, you are
part of the Legacy Circle and we want to include you!

Please contact Chelsea Boniak, director of development,

at (510) 836-5100 or email at chelsea@children-rising.org.



Thank You to all of our donors, volunteers, faith communities, and corporate and community partners.
Ensuring Success for Generations to Come

$50,000+

The Ahlsten Foundation

The Clorox Company Foundation Fund
In-N-Out Burger

The Presbyterian Foundation

Kirby & Amy Wilcox

$20,000 - $49,000

Bill & Nancy Branagh *

Cisco Foundation

Lowell Berry Foundation

The Stocker Foundation

Dave & Robin Sweet

Richard & Barbara Thompson *
Younger Family Fund

$10,000 - $19,999

The Bernard E. & Alba Witkin Charitable Foundation
Tom & Diane Branagh

Branagh Construction

Kathy H. Drake

First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley
Jim Holst

Julianne Knell

Daniel Livsey and Mary Reed *

Terry & Mary MacRae

Carl & Judy Moore

Eric & Jackie Mowat

Mark & Joanne Perra

Pacific Galvanizing

PG&E Corporation

Piedmont Community Church

Scott & Lou Ann Roth

Diane Schatz

Kit Vanbuskirk

$5,000 - $9,999

Ryan & Ginger Dole *

First Covenant Church of Oakland
Dan & Joanna Gilbrech

Kerry & Leila Gough

Nicole Johnson

Don & Karyn Kintzer

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
Nicholson Family Foundation
Marti Pozzi & Jim Congdon

The Presbytery of San Francisco
Resurrection Oakland

Rotary Club of Oakland

David & Terry Sylvester

$2,500 - $4,999

Albertsons Companies Foundation
Jeff & Jocelyne Birren

Larry & Betsy Brassea *

Bridge Association of Realtors

Lisa Haut

Jan Howland

Nahnatchka Khan

James & Kathy Lee
Jonathan & Varetta Mayes *
Linda & Jeff McClain

Karen and John McGuinn
Xanthy Michealsen *

Jon & Nancy Norman *
Laurel & Gerald Przybylski *
Jerry & Anita Ramlo

Ann Rosenberg

Rotary Club of Orinda
Richard and Janet Sheehy
Bill & Lynn Simpson *

Lee & Marilyn Snider

Gabe Togneri

John & Rose Woo *

$1000 - $2,499

Scott & Miho Armacost *
Christopher Avery

Bob Baeyen *

John & Christina Boiles
Ruth & Fred Brousseau *
Virginia Burns

Martha & Shengyang Chiu
Jeanne & John Cooney
Chris & Marie Corwin *
Walt & Jean Crockett *
Pam Curtis

Dan and Dianne Danzig
David Dellaglio

Robert & Merrie Dillow *
David Dubbert

Henrietta Fabio *

Peter & Jessica Garaway
Bill & Janice Ghirardelli *
Mary Elena Goodan

Jan Gordon *

Kimball & Teddi Hamilton
Karen Hunt

Betty Huppert *

Sylvia & Daniel Johnson *
Eiko Kanzaki

Ron & Ann Kihara *
Daniel King

Ed & Ingrid Koo

Zhi Wei Li

Manny & Paula Martinez
Charlotte Martinez *
Glynis Mason *

Matt McCormick

The McNabb Foundation
Chris Nichols & Carol Fox *
Sergey Numerov *
Vernon & Pat Phillips
Dennis & Barbara Plies

Sudeep Raj

Jonathan & Arlyn Ranillo *
Doug & Stephanie Robertson
Steve & Svetlana Robinson *
David & Jennifer Roth *

Steve Rowell & Phyllis Hamilton
Chris & Lyn Rudnicki

Linda Safarik-Tong & Roger Tong *
Connie Schroepfer

Dave Schuricht & Susan Kishi
Susan Schwab

Richard & Janet Sheehy

David & Charmaine Shen *
Virginia Simpson

Woody & Julie Tausend
Vaccaro Family Giving Fund

Jim & Sophia Wambach *

Jen Werner

Liz Willingham

Jean & Tom Zimmerman

$500 - $999

Kris Abdelmessih

Carl Anderson *

Richard & Carlene Anderson
Dan & Gail Baer

Jonathan Becker & Virginia Watkins
Eric Behrens & Joyce Hicks *
Todd Benson & Jenny Solorio
David & Pat Bleckley

Dave & Cynthia Blumgart
Doug & Lauren Bockmiller
Willie & Carmen Bogan

Chris & Chelsea Boniak *
Brenda Boudreaux

Tom & Jill Boyce

Ellen & Joe Carreras

Garlin & Mayotis Cephas
Elaine Chan & David Jung
Geoffrey Colton

Curtis & Janice Crum *
Lowell & Judith Dawson *
Christopher & Mary Jane Dodds
Jason Draut

East Bay Republican Club
Silvia & Paul Fernandez Ash
Howard Fischer

Debi & Scott Fitzgerrell
Marilyn Gage

Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School
Lisa & Glenn Hammill
Beverly Hansen

Karen & Tim Hebel

Terence Howzell

Joann Johnson *

Kathie Johnson

Larry & Joan Johnson

2024-2025 Champions for the Children

Darlene & David Kingery
Kelsey & Greg Kobayashi *
Dean Koenig

Wilson Leong *

Jennifer Lien *

Kirk and Jennifer Long
Tom & Holly Love

Geoff & Catherine Luce
Julia Marquez

Doug Mayne

Steve & Jessica Mebius
Chandra & Larry Miller
Jeffry Monson

Montclair Presbyterian Church
Alicia & Jonathan Moseley
Marge Nakamura

Oakland Worship Center *
Steve & Nancy Olsen
Brenda Paulin *

Chris & Diane Penn

Sarah Picker *

Terry & Lisa Pickett

Robert & Carolyn Rickett *
Jeff & Elizabeth Ross

Susan Sanford

Sherry Sank

Abby Snay

St. Paul's Endowment Fund
Eric Steckel & Marissa Suarez *
Ted & Beth Streeter

Donna Thayer

Steven Thorne

Sally Van Etten & Lorenzo Bavoso *
Ashley Verinsky

Chris Willrich

Judith Wilson *

John & Dana Wu *

Julie & Jerry Wu

$150 - $499

Nafeesa Ahmad-Bey *
Blain & Martha Allen
Stephanie Allen *
Glenn Ballard *

Phil & Carolyn Bateman
Jeannette Brantley
Loretta Breuning *
Alexandra Burns
James Campbell
Laura Carlson

Peter Cartwright

Mike & Cathy Farrar

Paul & Natalie Figueroa *
Kevin Flynn

Angela Frankel

Gil & Ann Gilbert *

Judith Gottlieb

Roma Groves - Waters
Darlene Hamady *

Gail Hatch

Arlene & Larry Hatfield *
Carolyn Hendsch

Steven & Helen Holtz

Lisa Hudson

Nina Johnson *

Phillip Johnson

Sheila Johnson

Patricia Jones

Annette Knox *

Alan & Deborah Kropp
Chris Lasack *

Suzanne Latham

Ann Lin

Linda Loper

Frederick Maurer

Christie McCarthy

Michael & Mary McKenna *
Claudia Miller

Deborah Miller

Sharon Miller

Carrie Mottau

Janet Glasgow Mulshine
National Council of Negro Women
Francisco Ovalle Martinez
Susan & Tom Park

Reto & Wendy Peter *
John Pomidor

Bruce & Margaret Qualls *
Malena Ramos

Josh Rider & Laurie Goldman *
Taiko Roskothen

Gary & Janet Sanders
Peter Seidl & Karen Katz
Richard Severy

Nancy Steckel *

Karin Stryker

Suzanne Tabers

Ed & Stephanie Timmerman *
Ron Wurtz

Gary Yee

Meca Youngblood

The Charlie & Christiane Webster Family Fund

Catherine Davis

Wayne Diamond
Stephen & Shirley Easton
Jan Eldred

Carla Eustace-Pulliam

* Monthly Donors

In memory or in honor of:

Michelle Binzak
Sherry and Jim Taddei

Steve Hatch Diane Roth Donald Steckel

Eric Steckel

Norman Brooks John Hansen Ruth Brousseau Ruth Brousseau Elaine Chan Eric Steckel

Darlene Hamady Gary Yee

Beverly Hansen

Don and Karyn Kintzer  Laurel and Sandra Edwards ~ Anonymous Donna Chan  Gary Yee Sky Gallegos

Gerald Przybylski

Nancy Steckel

CHILDREN

RISING

Office: (510) 836-5100
Website: www.children-rising.org

2633 Telegraph Avenue #412
Oakland, CA 94612

Tax ID: 94-3403801
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We have carefully reviewed the names that are listed. However, if you find an error or omission, please accept our apologies and contact us at chelsea@children-rising.org



Methods and Sources

[1] CAASPP (2024-25), OUSD districtwide: ELA 33.66% and Math 26.92%
meeting/exceeding standard.

https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/DashViewReportSB?ps=true&IstTestYear=2025&IstTestType=B&IstGroup=1&IstSubG
roup=1&IstGrade=13&IstSchoolType=A&IstCounty=01&IstDistrict=61259-000&IstSchool=0000000

[2] OUSD chronic absenteeism (2024-2025): share of students missing >10% of school days (=two days/month). California
School Dashboard — OUSD (2025), Chronic Absenteeism

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/reports/01612590000000/2025#chronic-absenteeism-card

[3] Independent district evaluation of TalkingPoints (large urban district, quasi-experimental): statistically significant
attendance gains (24% reduction in absences) via timely, translated, two-way family outreach. Study summary (24% reduction):

https://talkingpts.org/news/causal-study-shows-talkingpoints-universal-family-engagement-platform-drove-24-
decrease-in-absence-rates/

Third-party spotlight:

https://overdeck.org/portfolios/spotlight/talkingpoints-effective-family-school-partnerships-lead-to-improved-student-
attendance-how-the-talkingpoints-universal-family-engagement-platform-decreased-absence-in-tulsa-public-schools/

[4] CDE DataQuest (2024-25), OUSD: English Learner enrollment (district total and percent).

https://www.ed-data.org/district/Alameda/Oakland-Unified

[5] Housing burden (Oakland ELI renters): City of Oakland Housing Element, Appendix B - Housing Needs Assessment. EL|
(£30% AMI) renter households severely cost-burdened (>50% of income) = 61.1%. (See Table B-33a / B-9c.)

https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-building/documents/sp/gp/housing-element/2023-2031-
update/public-hearing-draft/appendix-b-housing-needs-assessment_jan-2023.pdf

[6] Food share proxy (local, basic budget): MIT Living Wage Calculator, SF-Oakland-Berkeley MSA, Typical Expenses, 1
adult + 1 child > Food typically ~10-15% of a modest household budget.

https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/41860

Approximation note: With rent often >50% for ELI renters [5] and food ~10-15% of a basic budget [6], a conservative blended
estimate is rent + food ~60-65% of income. Figures vary by household.


https://talkingpts.org/news/causal-study-shows-talkingpoints-universal-family-engagement-platform-drove-24-decrease-in-absence-rates/
https://talkingpts.org/news/causal-study-shows-talkingpoints-universal-family-engagement-platform-drove-24-decrease-in-absence-rates/
https://www.ed-data.org/district/Alameda/Oakland-Unified
https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-building/documents/sp/gp/housing-element/2023-2031-update/public-hearing-draft/appendix-b-housing-needs-assessment_jan-2023.pdf
https://www.oaklandca.gov/files/assets/city/v/1/planning-amp-building/documents/sp/gp/housing-element/2023-2031-update/public-hearing-draft/appendix-b-housing-needs-assessment_jan-2023.pdf
https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/41860
https://overdeck.org/portfolios/spotlight/talkingpoints-effective-family-school-partnerships-lead-to-improved-student-attendance-how-the-talkingpoints-universal-family-engagement-platform-decreased-absence-in-tulsa-public-schools/
https://overdeck.org/portfolios/spotlight/talkingpoints-effective-family-school-partnerships-lead-to-improved-student-attendance-how-the-talkingpoints-universal-family-engagement-platform-decreased-absence-in-tulsa-public-schools/
https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/DashViewReportSB?ps=true&lstTestYear=2025&lstTestType=B&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstGrade=13&lstSchoolType=A&lstCounty=01&lstDistrict=61259-000&lstSchool=0000000
https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/DashViewReportSB?ps=true&lstTestYear=2025&lstTestType=B&lstGroup=1&lstSubGroup=1&lstGrade=13&lstSchoolType=A&lstCounty=01&lstDistrict=61259-000&lstSchool=0000000

